Age-related changes of proteoglycan subunits from sheep nasal cartilage.
Proteoglycan subunits of sheep nasal cartilage from animals of five different ages were studied. There is a continuous reduction in the size and chondroitin sulphate content of the aggregable and non-aggregable subunits with ageing. For each age group, the non-aggregable are poorer in protein and keratan sulphate than the corresponding aggregable molecules. Irrespective of age, the amount of proteoglycan protein extracted from each gramme wet cartilage is the same. The amino acid composition and the proportion of the aggregable proteoglycans are also the same.